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his nature. This war, which is now drawing to an end, is the war be- 
tween the new ideas of New England and the old ideas of the Old 
World. The victory is to make the United States a larger, happier, 
completer New England. With this victory New England will drop 
from history. Her work will be accomplished. 

Dr. Palfrey's book is, then, not merely a history in the ordinary 
sense, it is a manual for the political student, a compendium of the 
origin of American political ideas. It is a book to be in the hands of 
every American who would thoroughly comprehend the nature of the 
institutions which he bears a part in maintaining, and of the principles 
from which they sprang. 

The abridgment is executed with great felicity. It has none of the 
stiffness and jejuneness which commonly attend such works. On the 
contrary, the narrative is full, easy, accurate. The spirit of the original 
is not lost. The compression has been effected mainly by the omission 
of notes and citations of authorities, and by a judicious condensation of 
those portions of the larger work which relate mainly to the contempo- 
rary history of the old country. 

Here and there Dr. Palfrey has introduced some fresh matter into 
the abridgment, and we find throughout evidence of the most scrupu- 
lous care and skilful handling. It may be commended without reserve ; 
and it is a satisfaction of no common order that so excellent a popular 
History of New England is given to the public. 



22. — History of France, from the most remote Period to 1789. By 
Henri Martin. Authorized Translation from the Fourth Paria 
Edition, by Mart L. Booth. Vols. XV. and XVI. The Decline 
of the French Monarchy. Boston : Walker, Fuller, & Co. 1866. 
8vo. pp. xvi., 546 ; viii., 623. 

Op the general qualities of M. Martin's History we spoke in noticing 
the former volumes of this translation. It is the work of a man of 
liberal and enlightened mind, of active intelligence, and of great indus- 
try. If rarely profound, M. Martin is seldom shallow. His style is 
more animated than elegant. He writes with the ease and often with 
too much of the fluency of a practised contributor to the daily press, 
and his judgments sometimes bear the marks of the haste and looseness 
of this sort of composition. His book is not of the first order, but is 
one of the best of the second order of historical works. The scholar 
will find it of real value as a compendious and connected narrative of 
the long stretch of French history, and as indicating the best sources of 
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information upon speeial points, while the unlearned reader will derive 
from its animated pages both entertainment and instruction. 

The volumes of the translation now before us cover the years from 
1715 to 1789. They embrace the story of the decline of the French 
Monarchy, the fall of the old regime, and the approach of the Revolu- 
tion. It is a story hardly surpassed in interest by that of the Revolution 
itself. It exhibits a picture of the break up of feudal institutions, and 
of the corruption of the society that had been founded upon them. It 
is full of picturesque contrasts and impressive lessons. There is, per- 
haps, no passage in the history of the world in which the moral forces 
that regulate events are to be seen more distinctly in action, in which 
the inevitable consequences of human conduct are more clearly ex- 
hibited, and in which a blind fate or chance appears to have so little 
share. 

M. Martin tells this story with a lively sense of its meaning and 
importance, and his volumes form an excellent introduction to every 
history of the subsequent Revolutionary period. 

The translation of this part of the History seems, upon the whole, to 
be more carefully executed than that of the preceding volumes. It is, 
however, far from being satisfactory. Similar faults to those which we 
pointed out in our former notice are still manifest. The translator 
ought to submit her work before publication to much more careful and 
scholarly revision than it now receives. She shows such industry and 
good intention that we regret not to be able to commend fully the re- 
sults of her labor. We trust that the succeeding portions of her task 
may be so accomplished that we shall be able to speak of them in terms 
that will be not less agreeable to ourselves than to her. 
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